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An Tis

Thosaigh teacht an chreidimh go hEirinn le glér na nGael, Eireannaigh
d’aon ghuth, ag impi ar Phadraig: ‘larraimid ort, a bhuachaill naofa,
teacht i leith agus bheith ag sitil athuair inar measc’. Shiul fosa
aiséirithe lena dheisceabail. Ta sé inar bhfochair ag caint linn go féill, go
mor mor san Aifreann. Eistimis lena ghlér, lena ghuth.

Smaoineamh

Criost linn i mbriathar agus i sacraimint. Ceann de na sleachta is iomraiti
sa Bhioblaléacht sinisoiscéal an lae inniu. Labhraionn sé go tréan le
daoine 6 gach aois, a fheiceann samhail diobh féin sa bheirt thaistealaf
sin san aistear ddibh, an creideamh agus an déchas caillte acu, an
todhchai a mheas siad a bheith acu, agus ag a mhuintir, titithe as a
chéile, ach cara caoin anaithnid ag sidl an bhéthair leo le 1éargas ar a
thabhairt déibh, né leis an saol nua a nascadh leis an saol ab aithne
déibh.

Is gnathach sna saolta seo labhairt ar bheatha an duine aonair mar
aistear, agus ar ndoigh is mar sin ata — aistear 6 thaobh aithne ag an
duine airn6 uirthi féin, ca seasann siad, agus cad ta i ndan ddibh.
Moltar sidl leo san aistear.

Go minic is 6 thaobh comhairleoireachta a thugtar an moladh seo,
gan tagairt do chdrsai creidimh. Ach, faoi mar ab eol dar sinsir, ta Criost
san aistear i gconai, Criost liom, Criost romham, Criost i mo dhiaidh
agus mar sin de.

Firinni eile ar il machnamh orthu inniu na Criost i lathair san
Aifreann, i léachtai an Scrioptdir agus san Eocairist.

Ar éigin gur ga a mheabhr( aris firinne ina chuireann an Eaglais an-
bhéim inniu: go bhfuil Criost i lathair ina bhriathar, maris é Criost a
labhraionn gach uair a léitear an scrioptdr sa liotdirge. Tugann léacht an
Bhiobla an sean agus an nua le chéile ddinn, an bhri ba chiall leis
céaduair agus faoi mar is féidir sin a chur in oiritint do thoscai an lae
inniu, n6 fid do cheisteanna fos le teacht. Ni teagmhail aigne,
intleachtach lom amhain ata anseo, mar ta Criost i [athair lena Spiorad,
lena ghrasta.

Agus, ar nddigh, ta sé ilathair i modh faoi leith san Eocairist, i
mbriseadh an ardin, gniomh a thugann chun cuimhne ddinn na brionna
iomadila a bhi le briseadh an arin do iosa féin lena bheatha agus tar
éis aiséiri do.

Gui an Phobail

Ceannasai

Talosailathair linn i sli faoi leith san Aifreann agus sa Chomaoineach.

Ta sé linn mar shagart ag gui ar ar son. Cuirimis ar n-achainiocha suas

chun Dé trid.

Fogrdir

1. Guimis go méadodh Dia tuiscint na hEaglaise go bhfuil Dia lei agus
go dtiocfaidh méadd ar a déchas i nDia da bharr. A Thiarna ...

2. Gogcuirfidh gach ball en Eaglais aithne phearsanta ar Dhia agus
eolas ar a gcreidreamh da bharr. A Thiarna ...

3. Guimis go dtiocfaidh Dia i gcabhair ar ar theifigh agus imircigh le
tearman agus didean a sholathair d6éibh. A Thiarna ....

4. Guimis go mbeidh tuiscint idir thiortha ag troid agus siochain i réim
aris. A Thiarna ...

5. Guimis suaimhneas siorai ar anamacha na marbh. A Thiarna ...

Ceannasai
A Thiarna Dia, td do Mhac losa de shior ag gui ar ar son. larraimid ort
éisteacht leis na hachainiocha seo a chuirimid suas chugat ina ainm.

An Phaidir
Is clann Dé sinn uile agus an t-aon Athair amhain againn ar neamh. Mar
sin, mar a mhin Criost ddinn, glacimis air: Ar nAthair...

Focail Scoir

Criost liom. Criost romham, Criost i m’dhiaidh,

Criost os mo chionnsa, Agus Criost fim.

Criost fés 6 dheas diom, Criost 6 thuaidh,

On Tiarna tig sldnd, On Tiarnatig sldna,

Go raibh do shlanu a Thiarna inar measc go saol na saol.
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Resources for Famil

Sunday, 2 April « Gospel: John 11:1-45
Sacred Space: Symbols of compassion and empathy

Homily: This Sunday’s Gospel is about Lazarus being raised
from the dead. Jesus was called by Mary and Martha, the two
sisters of Lazarus. Jesus had seemed so slow in responding to
their cry for help and support. On the outside it seemed as if he
was far too late. But with Jesus, we find out, it is never too late.
Even when we are convinced that all is lost, even when Lazarus
had been dead for four days, even when we are ready to give in
to the power of death and loss, Jesus shows us that there is no
loss, no tragedy, no power on earth or under the earth, that can
place us beyond the reach of his unconditional love. We see in
the passage how Jesus was moved by Mary and Martha’s tears;
he was genuinely sad at seeing them weep for the loss of their
brother. Here we see the humanity of Jesus as well as the
divinity of Jesus. He wept like any of us would at the loss of
someone we loved, yet he was able to bring Lazarus back to life
because of Lazarus’ faith and the faith of his sisters. This Gospel
tells the story of Jesus’ love for his family and friends and also
his power over death through faith in God.

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Loving Father, we thank you for helping us see further than
the horizon.

2. Thank you for empowering us with eyes to see and ears to
hear your message of eternal love.

3. Gentle Spirit, grant us the gift of compassion on others. Help
us to show real empathy and compassion on those in need.

4. Merciful Jesus, grace us with your touch of healing and love.
Let us be open like an empty vessel thirsting for you each
and every day.

DHPHD

Sunday, 9 April » Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66
The fulfilment of Scripture
Sacred Space: Bible, symbols of the Old Testament

Homily: Judas betrays Jesus

This week’s Gospel is a difficult one to read. Betrayal is a
desperate feeling, a desperate deed and a desperate loss of
hope. During the passion our hearts break for Jesus. In the
middle of all the battle of good and evil is compassion. Jesus did
not blame anyone: he does not blame Pilate, it’s more those
above him. For the soldier who arrests him and has his ear cut
off — Jesus offers healing and further compassion. He looked at
Peter with forgiveness and forgave the people beside him on
the cross. It is compassion to the end. When we see and
experience real compassion, we see and experience God. Jesus
epitomises compassion. His entire ministry did.

Life is so much better with compassion. Can we engage with
compassion in how we deal with each other? How can we work
to feel real compassion for our friends and indeed our enemies?
Jesus showed us how to do exactly that. So together let us try
to care with genuine compassion, authentic care and real love.
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Judas betrayed his teacher, his friend and the one who loved
him. How can we do the exact opposite?

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Lord God, show me compassion in myself and in others. Help
me to grow in love and compassion.

2. Merciful God, help me to be open to any act of compassion
no matter how small or short-lived | feel it is.

3. Saving God, grace me with an openness to forgiveness of
myself and of others. In forgiveness | experience pure
compassion.

DHPHD

Sunday, 16 April  Gospel: John 20:1-9
The empty tomb is a sign of the resurrection of

Jesus
Sacred Space: Water, symbols of new life, salt to represent our
thirst for living water

Homily: In this week’s Gospel we have the experience of the
empty tomb as the sign of Jesus’ resurrection to life. Mary
Magdalene saw the stone rolled back; can you imagine, a huge
stone and it had been rolled back? She must have been
overcome with disbelief. Mary ran to the disciples and the
‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ went with Peter. When they got to
the tomb and went in, there were no questions or answers to be
heard. The disciples knew that Jesus had risen from the dead and
everything he had told them was filled with clarity. They saw,
they understood and they believed. Before this moment we are
aware that the disciples had failed to fully understand the
Scriptures that Jesus would rise from the dead. Jesus’ death on
the cross was a moment in history, an event. Jesus’ rising from
the dead is a moment of faith. We can try to experience the
empty tomb and the love and hope that it carries with it for our
Christian life.

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Lord God, we come to you as the disciples did, to experience
our true faith.

2. Gracious God, we love you and dwell in your resurrection
into new life.

3. Jesus our Lord, we bring compassion to pain and show the
world our love.

DHPHD

Sunday, 23 April « Gospel: John 20:19-31
Sacred Space: Candles, symbols of peace and hope

Homily: Peace be with You

In this Sunday’s Gospel we hear the story of Jesus going to his
disciples and greeting them. He greets them the same way as we
will greet each other later during the Eucharistic celebration:
‘Peace be with you’. What exactly do we mean when we greet
each other with those words: ‘Peace be with you’? Are we
shaking hands just because we are invited to by our priest? Are

we shaking hands because we don’t want to be seen as the odd
one out? Are we shaking hands because we really mean it? In
recent years there were disease epidemics in Ireland. There was a
time when people were so worried about the spread of a
particular disease priests invited people to look at each other and
wish them peace instead of shaking their hands. There was
something very real about this. We no longer could slide our
hand into someone else’s and barely look at them while we
moved on to the next person. ‘No hands’ meant we had to look at
the person, look into their eyes and wish them peace. This was
powerful practice and it caused us to smile and mean exactly
what we were saying. Perhaps this Sunday we could have a ‘no
hands’ peace-giving experience, and really mean it!

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Lord, I dwell in your peace and work to achieve it daily in my
life.

2. Lord, you accept my failings and forgive them, thank you.

3. Lord, empower my family and friends to experience peace in
their hearts and minds. Free them from worthless worry and
anxiety.

DHPHD

Sunday, 30 April » Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
In Emmaus, two disciples recognise Jesus at the
breaking of the bread

Sacred Space: Poem ‘Footprints’ and bread as symbols of
companionship of Jesus on life’s journey

Homily: Having read today’s Gospel story it can be suggested
that we can all connect with the two people in it because, at
sometimein our lives, we have all experienced a time of
discouragement or were in a state of anxiety about something.
God knows we need and enjoy a bit of encouragement. In this
Gospel Jesus gives encouragement to two of his disciples. He
helps them along and lets them know that there is always hope.
At first the disciples did not recognise that the person speaking
with them was Jesus but when he broke bread with them they
immediately realised it was indeed Jesus raised from the dead.
Jesus fulfilled all his promises and beat death on a cross. He
showed us that hope is always there, that he is always there
walking beside us even when we don’t know it is him. Reading
the Gospel today we can ask God to help us be open to the
footsteps of Jesus journeying alongside us through thick and
through thin.

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Lord, grace me with the openness of hope and the ability to
embrace its rays as it shines on us each and every day.

2. Lord, help me to accept that not all crosses can be taken
away, that sometime we must carry our cross with Jesus to
help us and the Holy Spirit to guide us.

3. Lord, thank you for your holy Son who showed me that death
is a new beginning in hope and love.

DHPHD
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