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Resources for Family Mass

5 February « Matthew 5:13-16
Theme: | Want You to Shine

Sacred Space: Tea lights on mirror tiles/Opening procession of
children bringing their light to the altar.

Gospel Thoughts

I Want You to Shine

I want you to shine, my friend,

and show the world your greatness.
God lives in your every smile,

in the beauty of your laughter.

Your gifts and talents are unfolding
for the whole world to share.

I’'m happy when you take centre stage
and play the leading role there.
Sometimes it’s hard to mean these words,
when jealousy and envy stand in line,
but I want you to know that | pray
that your light might shine.

This poem was written about the Gospel message today. It is
about encouraging others (as well as oneself) to let the light of
life and God’s love in your life shine. We are made to be great!
We are made to do extraordinary things, we can if we set out in
earnest with an open and honest heart. God did not will us into
life for nothing, we are called to live life to the fullest as we
journey to the Kingdom.

Prayer of the Faithful
1. God of Light, help me to shine brightly and to allow others to
shine brightly. Let your love shine through us.

2. God of Love, help us to live our lives to the fullest in your love
and for the Kingdom.

3. God of Peace, empower us with an honest heart for all the
world to witness.

PSP D

12 February « Matthew 5:17-37
Theme: Showing and Sharing God’s Love

Sacred Space: Sacred Heart/Wall of good deeds

Gospel Thoughts

The Gospel story this Sunday helps us to find the right pathway
to Heaven, peace in our hearts and love in our lives. In this
Gospel, Jesus is telling us that showing love and being faithful to
ourselves, others and God takes time and effort and a lot of
energy. Also it calls for our ego to be left tucked up in bed every
morning! Our ego can often take over and draw us completely
towards our appearance and our popularity. Sometimes it is
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good to suggest that ‘ego’ stands for ‘edging God out’! If we go
the road of life alone taking selfies and tweeting our ‘great
times’, what becomes of our inner thoughts and spirit? Nourish
the soul and spread genuine love and care for others, grasp
every opportunity to do a good deed. This can be greatly helped
by spending time in prayer. The only way to become good at
something is to practice and so it is the same with prayer. Try to
say a prayer in your own words regularly and so praying
becomes a happy habit and not just something you do when
you are worried or in trouble!

Prayer of the Faithful
1. Saving God, help us to see you more clearly, love you more
deeply and follow you more closely every day.

2. Loving God, grace us with the ability to embrace each
possibility to show your love that is presented to us each day.

3. Gentle Jesus, thank you for walking with me, for showing me
the way and for carrying me when I am lonely and tired.

SDHD

19 February « Matthew 5:38-48
Theme: Love Your Neighbour

Sacred Space: Cut-outs created by youth, joined together/
Circles to symbolise unending love

Gospel Thoughts

This Sunday’s Gospel is about love, love, love! It is not always
easy to love others all the time but it is easy to give it a shot all
of the time. Jesus invites us to follow in his footsteps and think
of ourselves as a flame flickering away sending out a glow to
keep people warm and feeling that they are called to positivity
and kindness. God asks us to love our enemies and pray for
those who hurt us. For many this is one of the most difficult
tasks in life, but we are called to be extraordinary, we are called
to love. Sometimes love is the easiest emotion to feel and other
times it is the most difficult. Forgiveness and understanding
play a pivotal role in-between. Forgiveness can be the greatest
gift of love one can offer.

Prayer of the Faithful
1. Jesus our Saviour, help us to appreciate and understand your

ministry here on earth, help us to love as you loved.

2. Jesus our Light, thank you for loving us with such perfection
and unyielding love, help us when we falter.

3. Jesus our Source, we celebrate your birth, death and
resurrection. We live graciously in thanksgiving for you.

OPHD



26 February « Matthew 6:24-34
Theme: Do Not Worry

Sacred Space: Basket containing parishioner’s worries and
anxieties.

Gospel Thoughts

This Sunday’s Gospel is about living in the moment. One might
suggest that it is summed up by the following saying: ‘Don’t
worry about yesterday because it is in the past and gone, don’t
worry about tomorrow because it is in the future and not here
yet, so focus on today, it is a gift, thatis why it is called the
present’! Mindfulness is very popular at the moment. Jesus
asked us to be mindful over 2000 years ago. Jesus shared with
us that worrying about our lives is a waste of time and that the
only effective way for change is to work hard now. To use right
judgement now, to use our courage now, to try to understand
and know now, not next week, not in ten days’ time when we
come back from our midterm break, but now! This is the only

effective way to begin to live a life of love that holds no regrets.
God our Father wants us to attend to the moment, the present,
the immediate. In this way we create a wonderful yesterday and
remain poised to create a wonderful tomorrow as we follow our
chosen path of love and integrity.

Prayer of the Faithful

1. Gracious God, thank you for waking us up! For calling us to
pay attention to our minutes and not our years.

2. Gentle God, allow us to be patient with ourselves, our
families and our friends. Let us grasp every opportunity and

possibility for love.

3. Generous God, thank you for loving us, warts and all.

P D

Advertisement for the position of President of
Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, Co Kildare, Ireland —
commencement date will be 1 September 2017

The Trustees of Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, wish to
appoint a President of Saint Patrick’s College. The position
arises in 2017 and the appointment will be for a five-year term
which may be renewed or extended for one further term.

Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, was founded as a seminary
in 1795 and received the status of a Pontifical University in
1896. It has the Faculties of Theology, Philosophy and Canon
Law. The Pontifical University and the Seminary are located
next to, and cooperate closely with, Maynooth University.

Role

‘Under the authority of the Trustees the President is the
pastor of the seminary community. He shall be a man of good
faith, learning and good judgement, committed to his
priestly duties and able to work well with others.’ (Statutes of
Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, #43-44)

The President/Rector, while leading the full seminary
formation programme for the Roman Catholic Priesthood,
will also be responsible for the overall operational efficiency
of the college. He will oversee the strategic development of
the college’s faculties, responding to the challenges and
positive changes in the education sector. He will be able to
envision, propose and implement changes set out in the
College’s strategic plan.

Requirements
Roman Catholic Priest who is in good standing and over 35
years of age; Commitment to priestly duties and personal

faith; Candidates must
provide written permission
from their Ordinary or
Religious Superior before
the closing date set out
below.

Desirable Attributes

A Doctorate and Licentiate in Catholic Theology or Biblical
Studies or Canon Law or Philosophy or Ecclesiastical History;
a qualification or experience in ministerial formation or other
relevant experience; and, experience in Human/Estate/
Resource Management

Application Procedure

Candidates should submit a written application to Rev Father
Enda Cunningham, Secretary to the Trustees, c/o Columba
Centre, Maynooth, Co Kildare no later than 5.00pm on
Wednesday, 25 January 2017. Applications must include
details of qualifications and experience and a covering letter
setting out reasons the candidate views his experience as
relevant to this appointment. The written permission of the
Ordinary or Religious Superior should accompany the
application.

The proposed nominee is subject to approval from the
relevant Congregation in Rome.

Further information is available on
www.http://maynoothcollege.ie

Intercom « February 2017

47



