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3 September 2017 • Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27
Theme: The disciple must follow Jesus 
in the way of suffering and self-denial

Sacred Space: A selection of crosses

Homily: In today’s gospel we learn about the inevitability of
suffering. We know that suffering is part of the human condition
and we accept this. No one likes it or wants to go through it but
many have no choice when illness comes to them. However, to
be told that we must suffer as Christians can oen be hard to
accept. Like Peter in today’s gospel we are told of the reality of
taking up the cross to follow Jesus. Peter who has been called a
‘rock’ by Jesus, finds it hard to accept. Jesus knew he had to go
through deep suffering and at one stage asked to have it taken
away, but, knowing his truth he carried on and carried the pain
the world threw at him. Jesus bore a cross to the end with
conviction and love.
     It can oen be difficult for us to carry a cross to the end. We
are asked to carry the cross of truth and love especially when
additional pain can be inflicted by others. 
     On the way to Calvary, Jesus was given help and support by
someone who will be remembered forever, Simon. We too can
be offered help in very unexpected ways. It is important to
recognise the love intertwined in support that is offered to us. It
is good to accept help and support in love, even if it comes from
a place that we may not have chosen. We ask God to help us
help others who are asked to carry a burden in life. We can never
be too shy to ask those near to us how we can help them carry
the burdens of their lives.

Prayer of the Faithful
1.  Lord, help us to recognise you in our suffering and in the

suffering of others. Allow your compassion to be carried in
and through our actions.

2.  God, walk with us as we carry our crosses in life. Allow us to
embrace our cross and carry it through.

3.  Jesus, bless you as you walk the road to Calvary. We watch
you and love you for dying for our new life.

3 3 3

10 September 2017 • Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
Theme: The Christian Family

Sacred Space: Circles of plants intermingled with each
other/community symbols/candles lit 

Homily: This Sunday’s gospel tells us that we have been asked by
Jesus himself to come together in prayer, in times of difficulty, in
happiness and we are asked to do this regularly. Sometimes it
might seem the easiest option to ‘skip’ Mass just this Sunday.
Too much going on and too many people to be dropped here,
there and everywhere. Back to school lists to be fulfilled, long
summer days sadly coming to an end and God knows we are
trying our best! 

Aintíoch bhí pobal il-chultúrtha. Nuair a maraíodh Naomh
Stiofán in Iarúsaileim, bhí brú ar lucht leanúna Íosa. Tháinig cuid
acu chuig Aintíoch. De bhunadh Giúdach iad féin, ach fuair siad
rompu Gintlithe a raibh Gréigis acu – ethné – eachtrannacha. De
réir a chéile tháinig idir Ghiúdaigh agus Gintlithe isteach san
Eaglais. Tá Soiscéal Mhatha suite san idirspás il-chultúrtha, idir
sean agus nua. Freagraíonn an sean do na Giúdaigh: tá an
soiscéal lán de thagairtí don sean-Tiomna, do chomhlíonadh
theachtaireacht na bhfáithe. Freagraíonn an nua do na Gintlithe:
Tá an soiscéal lán de thagairtí do na heachtrannaigh agus do
dhaoine ar an imeall, agus don teachtaireacht go bhfuil slánú
Chríost ar fáil ag náisiúin uile an domhain.

Smaoineamh
Baineann soiscéal an lae inniu le Matha go speisialta. Ní scéal
faoi chúrsaí pá atá ann, ná faoi chomhionannas sóisialta. Scéal
atá ann faoin slánú uilíoch, agus faoi ghrá fairsing flaithiúil Dé.
Seasann na hoibrithe do na Giúdaigh agus na Gintlithe (na
Náisiúin). Is iad na Giúdaigh na hoibrithe a shaothraigh ón
mhaidin agus i mbrothall an lae. Is iad na Gintlithe na hoibrithe
a tháinig go mall, agus a fuair tuarastal iomlán díreach mar a
fuair na Giúdaigh a raibh stair fada acu mar phobal tofa Dé. Tá
grá Dé, agus maithiúnas Dé, fial, fairsing flaithiúil.

Guí an Phobail
Táimid bailithe le chéile i láthair Íosa agus i measc na n-aingeal
agus na naomh. Cuirimid ár nguí agus ár n-achainí os comhair
Dé, ar son na hEaglaise agus ar son an domhain mhóir.

1.   Guímid ar son na ndaoine atá ag taisteal ar muir, ar tír nó
san aer, go dtiocfaidh siad abhaile slán. A Thiarna, éist linn.

2.  Guímid ar son na ndaoine atá tinn nó faoi bhrú de chinéal ar
bith, agus ar son a muintire agus ar son duine ar bith atá ag
tabhairt aire dóibh nó atá buartha fúthu. A Thiarna, éist linn.

3.  Guímid ar son na ndaoine atá ag fulaingt de bharr cogaidh
nó anró. A Thiarna, éist linn.

4.  Guímid ar son na marbh. (ainmneacha …) Go dtuga Dia
suaimhneas síoraí dóibh. A Thiarna, éist linn.

A Thiarna Dia, cuirimid na paidreacha seo os do chomhair trí
Íosa Críost, do Mhac, ár dTiarna. Amen.

Focal Scoir
Gairim thú, a Rí na nDúl,
is tú mo rúnchara faoi rath,
uaimse ná hiompaigh do ghnúis,
óir is tú mo bhreith gan bhrath.

AN DEASGHNÁTH DEIRIDH
An Bheannacht
Go raibh an Tiarna libh.
Agus le do spiorad.

Go raibh cuing reachta Dé ar an ngualainn seo;
Go raibh fiosrú an Spioraid Naoimh ar an gceann seo;
Go raibh comhartha Chríost san éadan seo;
Go raibh éisteacht an Spioraid Naoimh sna cluasa seo;
Go raibh boltanú an Spioraid Naoimh sa tsrón seo;
Go raibh amharc mhuintir neimhe sna súile seo;
Go raibh comhrá mhuintir neimhe sa bhéal seo;
Go raibh obair eaglais Dé sna lámha seo;
Go raibh leas Dé agus na gcomharsan sna cosa seo.
Gurab áit do Dhia an croí seo,
Agus gura le Dia, Athair uile, an duine seo. Amen.
(Beannú na gCéadfaithe, Naomh Fursa, an 7ú Céad.)

Go mbeannaí Dia uilechumhachtach sibh,
Athair, Mac, agus Spiorad Naomh. Amen.
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   Mass

     When we don’t feel entirely comfortable about a decision we
oen rationalise it, creating reasons for our actions or lack of
them. Jesus tells us that coming together in his name is a deep
respect for his word and will never go unnoticed or unanswered.
     So we come together as a group of families within the
Christian family each Sunday, blessed and broken, as fragile and
vulnerable as each other. It is the coming together there is
traction, there is unity, we build our additional voices in love, a
shared devotion in person that tells us that we are a community
of believers, a community of faith and we share a common goal.
A community who are trying and making an effort, together.

Prayer of the Faithful
1.   Lord my God, bless us as we walk together toward the light

of your love.
2.  Lord my God, grace us with stamina when we feel vulnerable

to the modern world.
3.  Lord my God, love us as we hold each other and join with

each other in your name.

3 3 3

17 September 2017 • Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
Theme: The spirit of the unforgiving debtor 

rebounds on himself
Sacred Space: Symbol of forgiveness: White lilies/Incense

Homily: This Sunday’s gospel tells us about real love and how it
dovetails with real forgiveness. It can oen be quite easy to love
a friend, even an acquaintance. It can be a lot more difficult to
love a family member, someone that may have hurt us or made
us feel insignificant. Real love is about forgiveness. Real love is
about embracing pain, embracing embarrassment caused by
another, working hard to show unconditional love. God loves us
in an unconditional way, this means that unlike so many deals
we hear about, there are no terms and conditions to apply! We
are loved in all our brokenness and narrowmindedness, our
pride and our stubbornness. Because of this unconditional love,
God calls us to be the same with others, not just to people we
occasionally meet but with the people in our family, the ones
who irritate us and perhaps annoy us on a more regular basis!
Treat others as you are treated by God: a big ask, but asked of
each one just the same.

Prayer of the Faithful
1.   Gracious God, accept our silly ways and stubborn mind-sets.

Open our hearts to your unconditional love that calls us
daily.

2.  Loving God, we pray for those who have hardened their
hearts against love and do not want to forgive or learn to
embrace real love.

3.  Saving God, let us hear your voice calling us in the
wilderness of our modern world, help us and heal us as we
join together in your name.

3 3 3

24 September, 2017 • Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Theme: The parable of the workers in the vineyard;

God welcomes all into his kingdom
Sacred Space: Blocks and bricks

Homily: This Sunday’s gospel can become a stumbling block for
us if our hearts are not in line with the heart of Jesus. We see
that some people worked hard all day and were given the same
wages as those who had just begun an hour previously. 
     This
parable
can remind
us of the
lack of
generosity
for others
oen
found in
our hearts.
We can
have
difficulty
being
overjoyed
for those
who ‘get
on well’ or
who ‘win the local lotto’ or even those who come into ‘a bit of
luck’! Am I the type of person who loves others wholeheartedly,
or do I want everyone to stay in line and wait their turn? Do I
only love you if you are moaning and not getting on that well?
     This gospel remains irritating if we resist the opportunity it
offers us of being able to root ourselves in the heart of God. God
has overflowing compassion for each and every one of us. God
does not log the exact time that we embraced his great love but
loves us as we were loved the moment of our conception,
unconditionally and with immense compassion. God sees what
we deserve and loves us like a tidal wave, no matter what
amount of love we have shown. The generosity of God calls us
to be generous too; any judgement that is biased and filled with
unwritten conditions is uncalled for and against the love of God.
Let us try to love with an open heart that has no weighing scales
for the love others have shown us! 

Prayer of the Faithful
1.   Jesus, you showed us the way, the truth and the life.

Empower us with your Word and love us in our earthly
endeavors as we work to respond to your love.

2.  Father, forgive our failings and teach us to forgive others. We
ask you to show us your compassion and forgiveness, always.

3.  Spirit, guide us on our path, light our minds and ease our
judgmental souls. Holy Spirit, we follow your peace.

3 3 3
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