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An Easter People

hen my mother brought home
wallpaper and paint, it meant
that we were preparing for

Easter. We didn’t ever prepare for
Christmas the way we prepared for
Easter. There was always a room to be
decorated and curtains to be taken
down, hand-washed and pressed. We
were regularly reminded of her youth,
when the walls of her homeplace were
‘whitewashed and the hedges clipped.’
One might suggest that Mammy was
doing the spring cleaning; however, she
very openly attributed any and all of her
work to the risen Jesus. As children,
Easter was a big event in our lives.

In my own family, there is a similar
sense of preparation. Easter and the
hope it embodies carries us forward as
well as making sense of our past. Once,
on the way to Holy Thursday Mass, our
daughter was chatting to me about a
primary school project entitled ‘Saint
John Paul II’s visit to Ireland.” | told her
about how amazing it was to be in the
Pope’s presence, the emotion | had
experienced when the popemobile drove
past us in the Phoenix park, and how the
Pope’s visit had been such a huge
national event. Later, during the Mass,
she leaned over to me and enquired: ‘Did
Jesus ever visit Ireland?’ “Yes’, | replied,
‘He visits all the time, and He is about to
arrive on the altar right now; when you
hear the bells ringing, you will know He
is here.” | must admit tears sprung to my
eyes when | saw her wide-eyed with
wonder as the bells rang out louder and
longer for the Holy Thursday Gloria.

Easter is a blessed and holy time for
any family. The brighter evenings and
rising temperature herald hope. Lambs
and snowdrops announce renewal. For
people of faith there is so much more.
Jesus broke through the barriers of sin
and death. Jesus is present to everyone,
not just the people who follow Him and
celebrate Him. Easter is a time of
rejoicing and jubilation at the
unconditional love poured out for all.

The Easter Triduum is an even more
intensive time of preparation, and brings
Lent to its climax. Pope John Paul Il
explained: ‘By the gift of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost, the Church was born and

Intercom « April 2020

set out upon the pathways
of the world, yet a decisive
moment in her taking shape
was certainly the institution
of the Eucharist in the
Upper room. Her
foundation and wellspring
is the whole Triduum ... but
this is as it were gathered
up, foreshadowed and
“concentrated” forever in
the gift of the Eucharist.’
The last supper shared in
the upper room is the
‘source and summit’ of the
Church. The individual
liturgies of Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and the Easter
Vigil mark not isolated
events, but a single blessed
event. The Mass of the
Lord’s Supper on Holy
Thursday does not end with
a final blessing; rather, that
blessing is given at the
conclusion of the Easter
Vigil.

The Easter Triduum is
what | can only describe as
an annual retreat. Our own
family have prayed through
primary school playground
squabbles, adolescent
angst and anger, young
adulthood decisions and all
that goes on in between. Most of all, we
have prayed with and for each other. Each
part of the Easter Triduum offers the
opportunity to be blessed and broken in
equal amounts.

With Holy Thursday comes the
initiation of the sacrament of the
Eucharist, a willing of the soul to ‘stay
awake’ and prepare for what has to come.
Good Friday breaks the human heart
open with sadness and loss, until the
Easter Vigil showers hope with the joy of
the Risen Lord.

A cherished memory is of Qisin ringing
the bells for the entire and beautifully
sung Gloria during an Easter Vigil in Trim.
This precious ritual and symbolic action
filled my heart with a searing love of the
Lord, along with endless gratitude for the
faith that was gifted to me. In those
moments, | experienced gratitude for our
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son, my parents, our community, and for
the love of God offered through faith.
Such powerful liturgy! Such a joy to look
forward to!

In 1976, Dr SM Lockridge, a Baptist
pastor, was asked to describe Jesus. He
replied that Jesus was his ‘King’. He was
then asked to describe his ‘King’. A very
famous explanation unfolded that
included the following:

‘... Well, the Pharisees couldn’t stand

Him,

but they found out they couldn’t stop

Him.

Pilate couldn’t find any fault in Him...

Herod couldn’t kill Him.

Death couldn’t handle Him

and the grave couldn’t hold Him.
That’s my King ...’

Happy Easter!



Book Review

AWESOME GLORY
Resurrection in Scripture,

Liturgy and Theology

Jeremy Driscoll osB

Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 2019
144 pp

' he most important event of human history, indeed, the
most important event that has ever happened

anywhere in the created universe, is the death of Jesus
Christ on the cross and his being raised from the dead by the
one whom he called God and Father.’ This is the opening
sentence of Abbot Jeremy Driscoll’s short book, a book that
lives up to its title by showing how the ‘Awesome Glory’ spills
out into the liturgical, homiletic, spiritual and personal aspects
of the Easter Triduum, and on into the Easter Season.

This book is an exercise in what the author calls ‘liturgical
exegesis’ —reading the biblical texts in the light of how they are
presented in the liturgy. This turns out to be a rich and
rewarding approach, and all | can attempt to do here is convey a
hint of what it has to offer.

At the heart of this little book are three chapters, dealing
with the ceremonies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the
Easter Vigil (there is more — Abbot Jeremy surveys the whole
Easter Season, through to the Ascension and Pentecost). These
chapters really are a string of pearls; let’s focus on one or two
pearls from each of the three great ceremonies.

On Holy Thursday night, the instructions for the Passover
meal, given in the first reading, state: ‘You shall eat it hastily.’
Applying this to our celebration, the author notes: ‘Our sharing
in the banquet of Jesus’ Body and Blood is not some cheerful
sitting down to a party of like-minded friends who have no
worries or troubles. No, we receive the Lamb’s flesh and are
protected by his blood while an enemy pursues us and is close
on our heels... Christians live in the world as those in flight.” (p.
39).

| have never found it easy to recruit people for the foot-
washing. Full confession: at one point | gave up trying, after
issuing too many assurances that | wouldn’t be extracting toe-
nails. Our author’s wise and witty comments cast light on that
pastoral dilemma: ‘The priest is down on the floor, and the
community feels some shock in seeing him in this position.
Those having their feet washed perhaps feel some
embarrassment, some hesitation. Perhaps some who are
watching from the congregation must struggle to check
thoughts in themselves that they are not pleased to see the feet
washed of someone known by them to be a not entirely upright
person.’ (p. 46). The embarrassment has a long pedigree,
extending, as it does, back to the first Pope!

| found the comments on the prostration or kneeling with
which the Good Friday liturgy opens to be most arresting. The
author makes it clear that those postures are not just about
respect; they are the response to an epiphany. This, incidentally,
is why prostration is more powerful than kneeling: it is an act of
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‘profound
adoration before
the epiphany of
God that is about
to take place in

this liturgy... In ‘

this liturgy God

reveals what and Ll
who God is. In the IN SCRIPTURE
presence of this M
unfathomable e
form of revelation,
we begin by lying
on our faces in
silence before the
all-holy God.’ (p.
54).

‘Those prayers
were awful long,
Father.’ No, not a
quotation from
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the book, but

from numerous

parishioners over the years, who found the General
Intercessions long to the point of tedium. Our author
comments masterfully on ‘the dimension of prayer that lasts
too long. The death of Jesus also lasted too long. It was
stretched out over six physically agonizing hours... Prayer is
suffering. Prayer is dying for others.” (p. 69).

Rubrics are for liturgical obsessives —you’d never dream of
preaching from them, right? Wrong. With reference to the
Easter Vigil, Driscoll shows how the rubrics can ‘embody very
condensed pieces of theology’ (p. 77) —and, one might add, of
spirituality. For the paschal fire, the Missal’s rubric states: ‘A
blazing fire is prepared in a suitable place outside the church.’
That fire, Abbot Driscoll notes, ‘is to stand out — beautiful,
dangerous, and impressive —against darkest night.” Why?
Because Jesus, the risen Lord, ‘is beautiful, dangerous, and
impressive.” (p. 79). What a delightful invitation to ponder the
significance of the rubrics during this time!

The author’s exposition of biblical passages read during the
Triduum is superb. Where the readings vary according to the
three-year cycle, he comments on each. In this year’s Easter
Vigil Gospel (from Matthew), we read that the women ‘came
quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell the disciples.” The
comment reads: ‘This is how we too will meet Jesus the
Crucified as the Risen One: by running away from the tomb of
sin and death, by believing the angel’s announcement, and in
mission to carry this news to others... [Jesus] will come to us as
we hurry away from the tomb and run to share the news with
others.’ (p. 97).

To conclude on that note, | would urge readers to run to this
book. It stands only to bless and enrich our celebration of the
Easter ceremonies and our personal appropriation of what we
celebrate.
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Positive Developments in RE

in the Junior Cycle

he recent introduction of the new
TSpeciﬁcation for Religious

Education into the new Junior
Cycle Framework provides an exciting
opportunity to look with fresh eyes at
the place of RE in our post-primary
schools.

The NCCA rationale for Religious
Education states that RE ‘has a critical
role to play in the curriculum.’ It argues
that RE ‘encourages respect and
understanding of different beliefs,
perspectives and ways of living,
including both the religious and non-
religious response to human experience.’
(JCRE Specification, p. 6).

There are three ways of engaging with
the new JCRE; it may be taken as an exam
subject; students may follow the
programme, completing the two CBAs in
second and third year, but without
taking an examination, or the
specification may be followed without
completing the CBAs. In each of these
cases, students’ work can be recognised
under Other Areas of Learning on their
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
(JCPA). (See: Junior Cycle Religious
Education in the Catholic School. Council
for Catechetics of the Irish Episcopal
Conference)

It has often been argued that where
the state examination is taken, faith
formation suffers. However, it is also the
case that in many schools, where RE is
not an exam subject, the timetable
allocation may have been reduced.

Within the Junior Cycle Framework, RE
retains its place as a ‘subject’ separate
from ‘Wellbeing’. If schools are to take
the NCCA rationale seriously, the
essential nature of RE provision in any
school is clear. How is it then that the
subject, which makes such a vital
contribution to the holistic education
young people, is so often seen to be the
one subject area for which time
allocation can be eroded? In many
schools, a period of RE is often ‘shared’
with another subject, and, at senior
cycle, the SPHE/RSE programme is
regularly delivered during those periods
timetabled for Religious Education.

In the current situation, where the
academic demands of the school year
impinge on the faith practice of Catholic
schools, and the need to be seen to be
‘multi-denominational’ entails a
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conscious move away from being
associated with Catholic practice by state
schools, the introduction of the JCRE
gives an opportunity to use the
curriculum to encourage deeper learning
about one’s own faith.

The contribution of Christianity to
Ireland’s culture and heritage is an
integral part of the new RE specification
for Junior Cycle. We should use that
invitation to teach the central beliefs of
Christianity; to demonstrate that faith
practice is still alive and well in Ireland.
Students are expected to explore how the
religious teachings of a major world
religion address an issue of concern for
the world today. What a wonderful way
to introduce Catholic Social Teaching to
the classroom; to examine Laudato Si’ and
the call of Pope Francis to care for our
earth, and so forth.

Ireland is at a crossroads. Many
schools mark the religious celebrations of
other faiths in their school calendar,
facilitating and supporting Muslim
students as they fast during Ramadan;
marking, for example, the Hindu festivals
of Diwali and Holi, which celebrate the
victory of good over evil, acknowledging
with their Buddhist students the
celebration of the Chinese New Year,
preparing for the Jewish commemoration
of Hanukkah. However, is there the same
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enthusiasm in acknowledging our
Christian celebrations? Marking Advent,
making Lent meaningful, preparing for
the celebration of Easter? Even with the
celebration of Christmas, the school
‘concert’ appears to be taking the place
of a Carol Service or Nativity play; Christ,
it seems, is gradually being removed
from Christmas.

At this time, when the sacred is so
utterly challenged by the secular, it is
more important than ever that schools
mark the Liturgical Year. Catholic schools
are expected to do so, but the RE
specification actually gives other schools
encouragement to explore and celebrate
the Christian feasts which belong to the
faith background of so many of their
students.

With the new teaching
methodologies encouraging a spiral
rather than linear approach to learning,
there will no longer be a sense amongst
recently confirmed students, beginning
their post-primary education, that they
already ‘know it all’ when it comes to
Christianity! They will be accustomed to
an approach which builds on knowledge
from year to year —and will be open to
ongoing learning about their own faith,
to marking the stages of the Liturgical
Year, as well as learning about the faiths
of others, and of non-religious
worldviews.

Religious Education provides ‘a space
like no other’; it supports students to ask
significant questions, prepares them to
make a contribution to their community,
engages them in reflection and action,
and develops a religious literacy which
prepares them for life in a pluralist
society.

The format of the NCCA's new JC RE
specification offers a challenge which, if
undertaken, will enable our young
people to deepen their own faith; they
will be encouraged to express their
beliefs, explore questions and live their
values. This is an opportunity not to be
missed.

Margaret Farrell
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NO 223 BY GINGER

SPONSORED BY VERITAS

ACROSS

| Terribly teased but calm (6)

4 Broadcasts journey from runway (8)

10 Craft that could bear forty when renovated (9)

I'l' Not inclined? (5)

12 We carry identification and it is broad (4)

I3 He gives vital liquid assets to be put in circulation (5,5)

I5 Go back to see about a poem (7)

16 Bronzed deputy receives girl (6)

19 Leapt around about a pole to see celestial body (6)

21 No longer living on main part of Jordan (4,3)

23 Friend in Dublin and another capital, | | Ac for instance
(10)

25 Cleric gets confused in Aden (4)

27 Entertain a source of inspiration (5)

28 Name ten to undergo reform in expiation (9)

29 Uses pens creatively to express tension (8)

30 Terribly sad gastric upset (6)

DOWN

I Computer program for waste recycling (8)

2 Challenge Satan with one who is recklessly brave (9)
3 Trifles with playthings (4)

5 ltrotin and disrupt the opening hymn (7)

6 Aliens fled in disarray from Lenten practice (4-6)

7

8

Bird of prayer in Roscommon! (5)

Pretty worthless attempt to follow friend (6)
9 Cello | play for sheepdog (6)
14 Arrangement of generic DNA reveals relative (10)
17 Segregate seasonal treat in parts (6,3)
18 Attractive wizardry includes trap (8)
20 Menaces designed to shatter (7)
2| Plum from mother and child (6)
22 Uses a mister on flower arrangements (6)
24 The hour for boys to take a turn (5)
26 Diocese takes on right prophet (4)

MARCH SOLUTION
Across: | Marksman, 5 Averts, 9 Goldfish, 10 Woeful, 12
Intervene, |3 Ingot, 14 Shoe, 16 Stipend, 19 Avignon, 2| Ants,

24 Tally, 25 Lip reader, 27 Cannon, 28 Passport, 29 Errand, 30
Stiletto. Down: | Magpie, 2 Relate, 3 Safer, 4 Austere, 6 Violinist, VERITAS GIFT TOKENS

7 Refugees, 8 Solitude, | | Bees, |5 Honeymoon, 17 Canticle, FOR THE FIRST THREE CORRECT ENTRIES DRAWN

18 Milliner, 20 Nile, 21 Asphalt, 22 Adroit, 23 Grotto, 26 Easel.

Crossword to be returned by 10 April to April 2020 Crossword,
Intercom Editor, Catholic Communications Office, Columba Centre, Maynooth, Co Kildare.
One entry per person. Photocopies acceptable with a satisfactory explanation — at the Editor’s discretion.
Airmail subscribers may send by fax to Int + 353-1-6016401. Please give full postal address.
Correct solution in May 2020 Intercom.Winners announced in June 2020 edition.

Lower Abbey Street and
VERITAS Blanchardstown Centre, Dublin

o Cork * Derry * Letterkenny * Newry
www.veritas.le



22

RIORIESERENEIS

BeLoveED AMAZoN

Querida Amazonia

i
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Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation of the Holy Father Francis
to the People of God and to All Persons of Good Will
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POPE FRANCIS

BELOVED AMAZON

QQuerida Amazonia

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation

In this landmark publication,

the Holy Father examines the
ecological, social, cultural and
ecclesial future of the Amazon,
underscoring the importance of
this earthly paradise to sustaining
global environmental health.

In exploring the area’s ‘splendour,
drama and mystery’, Francis

not only pays homage to the
‘overwhelming natural beauty
and the superabundant life’ of the
Amazon but highlights how its
rivers, rainforests, flora and fauna
risk becoming expendable in the
name of progress.

As well as focussing on the
environment, Francis also explores
the importance of ‘spiritual
inculturation’, forms of ministry’
and ‘the strength and gift of
women’ in consolidating the
relationship between the Church
and the indigenous people of

the Amazon. A rallying cry to

all, Querida Amazonia is both a
sobering condemnation of social
and ecological injustice, and a
paean to the natural world.
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